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Ready for Launch: 178-Acre Almono Site Open for Business, Announces New 
Name, Sustainability Goals, Plans for First Public Space 

 

Almono is now ‘Hazelwood Green’  
 

 
(PITTSBURGH) – October 13, 2017 –  With key infrastructure elements and land remediation at or 

near completion at the 178-acre Almono site in Hazelwood, elected officials, community leaders and 

Almono LLC Project Director Rebecca Flora gathered today to announce a new name for the site, 

“Hazelwood Green;” to kick off the official start of direct marketing efforts to attract business 

development to the site; and to launch the design process for the site’s first public space, a 2.5-acre 

area that will be open to the community.   

 Project leaders and collaborators came together to rename the site in a way that honors the 

legacy of the site, tracing  back to the Hazelwood trees that once populated the site. The new name was 

created to reflect that the site is an established part of the surrounding community, and captures the 

site’s riverfront location and commitment to sustainability. 

 Key milestones in the effort to clear what was formerly the site of LTV Steel and the Jones & 

Laughlin Steel Co., have included placement of one million cubic feet of fill; grading of the site; 

environmental remediation, including Act 2 Brownfield Site Permitting; and the installation of green 

infrastructure to ensure that all rainwater that falls on the site is accommodated, eliminating 

stormwater runoff into the Monongahela River.  Discussions with prospective tenants for the iconic 

Mill 19 building are also underway.   

 In 2018, construction will begin on the site’s urban-designed Main Street; an integrated energy 

service provider will be selected to advance the energy goals for the site; and work will continue 

toward achieving LEED ND (LEED for Neighborhood Development) Plan certification, a process 

engineered to help create better, more sustainable, well-connected neighborhoods.   

 “We are here today to celebrate a new beginning - for this site and its neighborhood.   Together 

we are creating a new model for sustainable development that will advance our region’s place in the 

global innovation economy,” said Rebecca Flora, Almono LLC project director.  “As such, this site will 

serve as a living laboratory for innovation that is resilient to changing markets and adaptive to new 

technologies and practices. I am honored to be advancing this vision on behalf of the Almono LLC 

Members - the Benedum Foundation, The Heinz Endowments and the Richard King Mellon 

Foundation.”   



 The kickoff brought together civic and community leaders who have collaborated to ensure 

that Hazelwood Green will be a development that is integrally connected to the Hazelwood 

neighborhood.  The day included a symbolic handoff of a new street sign that now connects and 

extends Hazelwood Avenue out into the heart of the site, ending what separated the tract of land from 

the Hazelwood and greater Pittsburgh community.  

 Hazelwood Green will be developed to house a mix of offices, research and development, light 

manufacturing, housing, retail, parks and public green spaces, trails and transportation, and will offer 

significant potential for advancing the region’s innovation economy. 

 The plans for Hazelwood Green also align with and will serve to advance key priorities for the 

City of Pittsburgh.  

 "It took great vision for the partners behind Almono to purchase this property 15 years ago, 

and prepare it for the world-class opportunities the site has at its disposal today,” Mayor William 

Peduto said. “Almono has long aligned with plans the city of Pittsburgh and its partners have forged to 

create an innovative, 21st century economic model that equally weighs people, planet, place and 

performance."  

 Future development of Hazelwood Green will align with key sustainability goals established 

for the project, including commitments to energy efficiency.  The master plan for the site will follow 

LEED for Neighborhood Development objectives that prioritize reuse of land in urban infill locations; 

create well connected, walkable communities; and are resource efficient in operation.     

 “It has long been documented that LEED buildings operate much more efficiently and retain 

tenants longer, and the objectives laid out by LEED and others are proven to create places that are 

highly marketable with lasting value.  The use of LEED at a site-wide development scale will produce 

the same results in a greater scale by attracting tenants that are seeking quality places designed for 

people and the environment, that are resilient to fast-changing conditions, and efficient to operate and 

maintain,” said Flora. 

 Learn more about the Hazelwood Green project at www.almono.org.  

Hazelwood Green Public Event This Saturday:  
The public is invited to tour, learn about and contribute to plans for the site’s first public green space  
at the Hazelwood Big Tent Event , a free event Saturday, October 14, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Presented 
by Almono LLC and the Hazelwood Initiative.  More information at 
www.almono.org/events/hazelwoodbigtentevent  
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